Bethlehem Board of Selectmen
Meeting Minutes
June 15th, 2026
In person – Chairman Bruno, Selectman MacDonald, Selectwoman Knowles, Selectwoman Hibberd, and Selectwoman Strand.   
Chairman Bruno opened the meeting at 6:00. 
Public Input 6:00- Margret Hocking raised concern over the Rec program and the Rec Director.  Chairman Bruno explained the board does not discuss personnel during the public meeting.  Allegra Wright is concerned about traffic speed on Main Street, noting it would be helpful to have a police cruiser parked to slow down traffic.  
Library Pavilion Update Laura Clerkin- Laura Clerkin, Liberian Bethlehem Library, updated the board on the pavilion project noting the landscaping will still need to be completed.  
Bike the North Country Bruce Caplain-Bruce Caplain, Bike the North Country, will be reapplying for Bethlehem to be designated Bicycle Friendly Community from The League of American Bicyclists.  Mr. Caplain asked the board if the town website could be updated to include Bethlehem bike friendly businesses.  
Chairman Bruno motioned to add the Bethlehem businesses that are bike friendly to the Bethlehem town website.  Selectman MacDonald seconded and all were in favor. 
79-E Update- Selectwoman Knowles updated the board that she and Selectwoman Strand have a draft 79-E application. The board reviewed requirements including designating a village district area, confirming construction costs meet rehabilitation thresholds, and ensuring proposed uses align with the Bethlehem Master Plan.  Selectwoman Strand noted the board has a lot of flexibility when determining the criteria and could allow for projects out of the Village District. The board also discussed how to handle new structures through affordable housing requirements. Allegra Wright asked how 79-E would impact the Sinclair lot and Selectwoman Strand gave the example if a mixed-use building was proposed with one third of the housing units to be affordable housing they could apply for 79-E tax incentive.  
Selectwoman Strand motioned to open the 79-E applications beyond the designated area by creating a criterion that could be met. Selectwoman Hibberd seconded and all were in favor. 

Abatements- 
Selectwoman Knowles motioned to deny the abatement for 205-71 based on the assessor’s recommendation. Selectwoman Hibberd seconded and all were in favor.
Selectwoman Knowles motioned to deny the abatement for 415-80 and 415-81 based on the assessor’s recommendation.  Selectwoman Hibberd seconded and all were in favor.
Selectwoman Knowles motioned to approve the abatement for 415-108 in the amount of $1,085 because this is town owned property.  Selectwoman Strand seconded and all were in favor.
Selectwoman Knowles motioned to approve the abatement for 209-21 in the amount of $555.32 based on the assessor’s recommendation.  Selectwoman Hibberd seconded and all were in favor. 
Selectwoman Knowles motioned to approve the abatement for 202-31 in the amount of $835.40 based on the assessor’s recommendation. Selectman MacDonald seconded and all were in favor. 
Minutes 6/1- Chairman Bruno motioned to approve the minutes from 6/1.  Selectman MacDonald seconded and all were in favor.
Updates and Other Business- Selectwoman Knowles updated the board that New Hampshire Historic Preservation held a successful round table information session at the town building which included participants from several north country towns.  Chairman Bruno updated the board that the Fire Department held a training burn and area towns who participated were Sugarhill, Franconia, Rumney, and Littleton. Chairman Bruno also noted Bethlehem Events was interested in getting a Select Board Liaison to help communication and the board agreed that would be helpful.
Chairman Bruno motioned to designate a member of the Select Board to be an advisory member for Bethlehem Events.  Selectman MacDonald seconded and all were in favor.
Selectman MacDonald agreed to be the liaison for Bethlehem Events.   
Chairman Bruno motioned to go into Nonpublic for reasons of legal and personnel.  Selectman MacDonald seconded and roll call followed.
The board discussed a legal concern and personnel issue.
Chairman Bruno motioned to adjourn at 8:45. Selectman MacDonald seconded and all were in favor.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Moritz
